Phenytoin-induced agranulocytosis after treatment for a gunshot wound to the face.
A case of phenytoin-induced agranulocytosis is presented. This syndrome is characterized by a decrease in the blood neutrophil count to very low levels. Patients are generally asymptomatic, but they may become febrile and develop an infection, which is frequently fatal. Practitioners treating trauma patients or other patients in whom phenytoin treatment is initiated should be aware of the potential development of agranulocytosis.